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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

Under special circumstances, TCNJ may grant consideration to underage students who 
desire to matriculate.  Qualified students must show academic competence, ability and 
maturity to participate in an adult learning environment. The College of New Jersey 
does not desire to replace or duplicate the function of high schools in the state of New 
Jersey.  While TCNJ has underage students on campus under extraordinary 
circumstances, college level course work may not be appropriate for non-college aged 
students.  The Office of Admissions will consider academically gifted students who 
desire to supplement their high school experience by taking a course at TCNJ.  
Evaluation of academic focus, maturity, and interest in college level work is crucial in 
determining admissions. Although an offer of admission to First-Year applicants 
includes guaranteed housing for the student’s first two years of study, students cannot 
live in on-campus residence halls until they reach the age of 16. 
 
 

II. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. Underage: Applicant who is 16 years-of-age or younger at the time of enrollment 

B. College age: Applicant who is 17 years-of-age or older at the time of enrollment 

C. Non-matriculated Applicant: student applying for no more than two courses per 

semester 

https://admissions.tcnj.edu/about-tcnj/missionstatement/
https://housing.tcnj.edu/
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III. POLICY 
 

A. Underage Students Applying for Matriculation: 

a. Students 16 years or younger, at the time of enrollment, must submit a 

request for exemption to the admissions policy if they desire to matriculate 

for the fall semester.  Exemptions will not be granted for applications to the 

spring semester.  The Underage Admissions Exemption form will require: 

i. Written permission from the high school, which confirms that the 

student’s graduation requirement will be met upon completion of the 

academic year. 

ii. Written permission from the student’s parent/guardian 

b. Requests for exemptions must be approved by the Director of Admissions. 

c. In addition to this form, students must submit a complete admissions packet 

as outlined in the Admissions Notification policy 

B. Underage Students applying as a non-matriculated applicant: 

a. Students must complete the Non-matriculation Application and the 

Underage Admissions Exemption form, with all of the requirements outlined 

in Policies, Section I. 

b. Accepted student will be limited to one class per semester. 

 


