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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

The Department of Residential Education and Housing strives to provide targeted 
education with specific developmental initiatives throughout the campus 
undergraduate residential experience. We rely on a variety of student development 
theories to inform our approach and housing model, including Marcia Baxter-Magolda’s 
Learning Partnerships Model (2004), which is meant to help students develop an 
internal belief system, a sense of self and a capacity for connection to community and 
interdependent relationships. This is done through challenging students’ assumptions 
about how the world works, giving them experiential learning opportunities and 
supporting them in their learning of self and others.  

Research shows that there is an educational component to living in the residence halls 
that complements classroom learning. The Department of Residential Education 
believes students develop in stages that are cumulative, increasingly complex and 
qualitatively different. This is evident in the housing cohort model and the learning 
model. As a result, the College houses students by their class cohort to more effectively 
deliver that learning model and support student development.  

The housing cohort model at The College of New Jersey has designated housing for 
first-year students, sophomore students, and upper-class populations. Each 
residential cohort is required to adhere to the overarching learning model of key 
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learning domains with expected outcomes. 

 

II. DEFINITIONS 
   

A. Student: all persons who accept an offer of admission to the College, either full time 
or part time, baccalaureate degree seeking and/or dual candidates awarded a TCNJ 
undergraduate degree through an articulated program and have an academic 
record in good standing with the College’s student information system of record. 

B. First Year Experience: Student in the first year of baccalaureate study 
C. Sophomore Year Experience: Student in the second year of baccalaureate study 
D. Upper-Class Experience: Student in the third, fourth or fifth year of 

baccalaureate study 
E. Dual Degree: TCNJ undergraduate students enrolled in an undergraduate 

program and expected to earn baccalaureate degree in the fourth year and 
master degree in the fifth year. 

 

III. POLICY 

 

A. Undergraduate TCNJ students and/or dual degree candidates awarded a TCNJ 
undergraduate degree through an articulated program who are at least 16 years 
old upon move in are eligible to apply for campus housing. Housing will be 
awarded to eligible applicants based on availability with priority provided to 
those who are registered full time. 

B. Housing is guaranteed for a first-year student’s first and second years as long as 
the student applies by the application deadline and meets any other eligibility 
requirements.  Students eligible for housing under this policy must be first-year 
students who are entering housing in the fall semester or current residential 
first-year students who are returning for their sophomore year. Additional 
housing guarantees for new incoming transfer students may be offered on a 
semester to semester basis. 

C. The Housing program is educational and mission based, supporting the needs of a 
cohort model, which has a developmental component to it, however in some 
instances housing may offer some specialized housing programs, specifically 
designed to meet the needs of that population.   
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D. EXCLUSIONS 
Graduate students employed by the Department of Residential 
Education or the Division of Student Affairs as Graduate Assistants or 
Graduate Interns. 

 
1. Website Where Policy Should Be Posted 

i. Admissions website 
ii. Disability Support Services 
iii. Website Housing website 
iv. Institutional Programs websites (i.e. Center for Global 
Exchange, Career and Community Studies) 

 
E. Additional Responsibilities 

 
1. Admissions will be responsible for communication to prospective 

students that enter the college through traditional academic 
programs. 

 
2. The Office of Graduate Studies will be responsible for communication 

to prospective students that enter the College through graduate 
academic programs. 

 
3. The Associate Director of Housing in collaboration with campus 

partners will be responsible for the oversight of the development of 
marketing materials and communication of the policy to interested 
candidates. 

 
4. Housing Assignments will be responsible for maintaining student eligibility 

within the housing management software based on data obtained from the 
Student Information System of record. 
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